
 
HIST 111:  WESTERN CIVILIZATION TO THE REFORMATION 

 

Fall 2015 
 
 

 
 
Section 004        Instructor:  J. R. Webb 
Mon. & Wed. 12:20pm-1:35pm     email: jrwebb@bridgew.edu 
Maxwell Library 008       office: Tillinghast Hall 218 
Course website: Blackboard platform     hours: Tues. & Wed. 3:30-4:30 

   & by appointment 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
In the long history of civilization in the West, empires 

rose and fell, old religions faded and new ones were 
created, and life in cities and in the countryside underwent 
profound change.  From the beginnings of civilization 
and written records in the Near East to Europe’s religious 
reformation and global expansion in the sixteenth 
century, this course will trace the events, themes, and 
interpretations of the history of the “West” broadly 
construed.  We will not merely look for the origins of our 
world in the thoughts and institutions of the ancient and 
European past; we will also emphasize the many 
differences between modern society and its predecessors, 
and use the tools of historical analysis to try to 
understand what life was like in these past societies.  
 
 

HIST 111 fulfills the core requirements of Humanities, Global Culture, and Multiculturalism. 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 

 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

In this course, through lectures, readings, assignments, and class discussion, students will: 

 gain familiarity with the major people, places, ideas, institutions, and events that have 
shaped Western Civilization. 

 be introduced to history as a discipline and be exposed to the methods historians use to 
make arguments from a variety of different types of evidence. 

 learn how to read and interpret surviving documents of past societies. 
 evaluate the logic as well as the limitations of the traditional division of the Western past 

into ancient, medieval, and early modern periods. 
 
 

TEXTBOOK: 
Hunt, Martin, Rosenwein, and Smith, The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures, A Concise History,  

vol. 1, 3rd edition (2010). Available for purchase online ISBN: 0312554591. (Amazon) (Half). 

mailto:jrwebb@bridgew.edu
https://bridgew.blackboard.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Making-West-Concise-History-Cultures/dp/0312554591/ref=sr_1_5?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1355890437&sr=1-5
http://product.half.ebay.com/The-Making-of-the-West-Vol-1-Peoples-and-Cultures-A-Concise-History-by-Bonnie-G-Smith-Thomas-R-Martin-R-Po-chia-Hsia-Lynn-Hunt-and-Barbara-H-Rosenwein-2010-Paperback/74232862&cpid=1397900154
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS  

Midterm exams (2) 20%  each 

Final exam 20% 

Paper 1 12% 

Paper 2 18% 

Attendance & participation 10% 

 
GRADING SCALE  

93    <  A 80    <  B- 67    <  D+ 
90    < A- 77    <  C+ 63    <  D 
87    < B+ 73    <  C 60    <  D- 
83    < B 70    <  C- 60    >  F 

 
 

COURSE POLICIES: 
 

1. WEBSITE. The course Blackboard site is a necessary tool.  Students are required to access it on a 
regular basis; many of the readings and other materials will only be accessible online.  Students will 
submit all assignments via Blackboard, and any changes in the course schedule or assigned readings 
will be posted there. 

 
2. EXAMS AND DUE DATES.  Dates for exams and deadlines for papers are non-negotiable.  This policy 

is adopted out of fairness to other students.  To receive full credit for any missed exam or deadline, 
students must provide medical/legal documentation for their absence; otherwise, it will be penalized. 

 
3. ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION.  Students are expected to attend all classes and be prepared to 

discuss issues and sources in the classroom.  Textbook readings loosely correspond to topic of the 
lecture; students should read the textbook prior to lecture.  Students must read and be prepared to 
discuss all primary sources prior to their assigned meetings.  Failure to do so will adversely affect the 
student’s participation grade.  In cases of absence, it is the student’s responsibility to find out what 
was covered, either by seeking help from peers or by meeting with the instructor during office hours 
(email inquiries on missed classes are not appropriate). 

 
4. ACADEMIC INTEGRITY.  The only absolute rule in this course is that all work submitted must 

be the student’s own.  Any cases of plagiarism, cheating, or other violation of academic integrity 
will face disciplinary action.  Plagiarism includes using material from websites without providing the 
necessary attribution.  For more information, consult the university’s policy on academic integrity. 

 
5. SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS. Any students requiring special accommodations due to disability 

should discuss the matter with the instructor and provide the necessary documentation during the 
drop/add period of classes.  For more information, consult the Office of Disability Resources. 

 
 

PAPERS: 
Two short papers ask students to analyze primary sources in greater detail.  The first is on the ancient 

Greek play Lysistrata by Aristophanes.  A 1000-word essay will be due in week 3, prior to the class meeting in 
which we discuss the play (Wed. Sept. 16th).  In the second paper, due in week 14, students will write ca. 
1500 words (≈ 4-5 pages) comparing excerpts from two intellectuals from the 1510s, Machiavelli and 
Erasmus, on advice to princes.  Further instructions for both papers will be provided in class and on 
Blackboard.  To receive full credit, papers must be uploaded prior to the specified deadline. 
 
 

READINGS: 
During certain weeks, the reading in the Hunt textbook will be supplemented with primary sources (authors 

marked in italics under readings).  These readings will typically be excerpts of larger texts and will be posted to 
course website, either as files or as links to online material.  Students need to read these sources before the 
relevant class meeting.  On other occasions, excerpts of primary sources will be circulated as handouts in class. 

https://bridgew.blackboard.com/
http://catalog.bridgew.edu/content.php?catoid=7&navoid=486
http://www.bridgew.edu/academics/academic-achievement/disability-resources
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LECTURE AND READING SCHEDULE 
 
 

Readings and lectures are subject to change throughout the semester.  Any changes will be posted on the course website. 
 

 
 

DATE 
 

TOPIC 
 

READING 

Week 1   
Wed. Sept. 2 Course introduction and themes 

 
Hunt 1: 3-14 
 

   

  

Part I: The Ancient World 
 

Week 2   
Mon. Sept. 7 
Wed. Sept. 9 
*Thurs. Sept. 10 
(Monday schedule) 

[NO CLASSES] Labor Day  
Beginnings in the East: Geography & empire  
The age of Greek heroes 
 
 

 
Hunt 1: 14-29 
Hunt 1: 29-45 
 

Week 3   
Mon. Sept. 14 
Wed. Sept. 16 
 

War and culture in classical Greece  
Discussion: Lysistrata  
 

Paper #1 due: Wed. Sept. 16th (before class) 
 

Hunt 2: 47-84 
 

Aristophanes (411 BCE) 

Week 4   
Mon. Sept. 21 
Wed. Sept. 23 
 

Greek thought and the Hellenistic world 
Rome: From republic to empire 
 

Hunt 3: 85-102, 107-117 
Hunt 4: 119-153 
 

Plato (ca. 380 BCE) 
 

Week 5   
Mon. Sept. 28 
Wed. Sept. 30 

The Mediterranean world under the Pax Romana  
Crises of faith 

Hunt 5: 155-178 
Hunt 5: 178-195  
 

Pliny the Younger (ca. 112)    
 

Week 6   
Mon. Oct. 5 
Wed. Oct. 7 
 

Crises of state 
MIDTERM EXAM #1 
 

Hunt 6: 197-216 
 

    

  

Part II: The Middle Ages 

 

Week 7   
Mon. Oct. 12 
Wed. Oct. 14 
 

[NO CLASSES] Columbus day  
Twilight of the ancient world 
 

 
Hunt 6: 216-225 
 

Benedict of Nursia (ca. 530) 
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Week 8   
Mon. Oct. 19 
Wed. Oct. 21 
 

Survival in the East: The Byzantine empire 
Muhammad and the spread of Islam 
 

Hunt 6: 225-235; 7: 245-252 
Hunt 7: 237-245; 8: 271-283 
 

Week 9   
Mon. Oct. 26 
Wed. Oct. 28 

Charlemagne: The first European ruler 
Divisions of the medieval world 

Hunt 7: 253-269; 8: 283-294 
Hunt 8: 294-309  

Week 10   
Mon. Nov. 2 
Wed. Nov. 4 

The church and the rise of the popes 
The expansion of Europe 

Hunt 9: 317-328 
Hunt 9: 311-317; 328-336 
 

Pope Gregory VII (ca. 1075) 

Week 11   
Mon. Nov. 9 
Wed. Nov. 11 

Intellectual and courtly life  
[NO CLASSES] Veteran’s Day  
 

Hunt 9: 336-351; 10: 379-387 
 

Abelard (1120s) 

Week 12   
Mon. Nov. 16 
Wed. Nov. 18 
 

The consolidation of medieval kingdoms 
MIDTERM EXAM #2 

Hunt 10: 353-379; 387-391 

   

  

Part III: Early Modern Europe 
 

 

Week 13   
Mon. Nov. 23 
Wed. Nov. 25 
 

War, famine, and plague: The Black Death 
Recovery and rebirth in Italy 
 

Hunt 11: 393-408 
Hunt 11: 408-424 
 

Boccaccio (ca. 1350) 

Week 14   
Mon. Nov. 30 
Wed. Dec. 2 

 

Expansion, discovery, and colonization 
The fracturing of religion 
 

Paper #2 due: Friday, Dec. 5th 

Hunt 11: 424-433 
Hunt 12: 435-449 
 

Machiavelli & Erasmus (1510s) 

Week 15   
Mon. Dec. 7 
Wed. Dec. 9 

Radical Reformation and the reaction of states 
Course conclusions and final exam review 

Hunt 12: 449-457, 471-479 

 
 
 
FINAL EXAMINATION: Wednesday, December 16th, 11:00am–1:00pm 


