3rd Film Assignment
Group 9:  Paycheck
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Paycheck. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

All films in which characters attempt to manipulate the past or future bring into question determinism or the existence of free will.  In particular, suppose that a machine exists that can “see” into the future.  Does the existence of such a machine necessarily imply a lack of free will, or as in the film, can the “future” be changed?  Write an essay that explores the question as it is portrayed in the film.  In particular, does the film appear to have a consistent or clear answer on whether free will exists?  Briefly considering comparing this film with Minority Report  and The Terminator.  If there are there significant differences or similarities in how the question of free will is addressed, use those in your essay.  Be sure to use examples from the films to support your answer.  

Student B:

Consider the reaction of characters in all three films towards learning about their future.  Are the reactions of all the characters reasonable or realistic given their life circumstances?  Analyze the key characters from each film and determine whether any of the films presents a more “believable” portrayal of the reaction to “knowing one’s future” than any of the others.  Be sure to use examples from the films to support your answer.
Student C:

Perform basic research on memory and neuroscience.  Does the portrayal of “memories” as encoded in specific neurons that can be “zapped” or chemically “wiped” have any basis in scientific thought?  If so, explain specifically the scientific underpinnings of memory as it is understood today.  If not, clearly explain what scientific principles are violated in the film.  Be sure to use your research and examples from the film to support your answer.
