2nd Film Assignment
Group 9:  Minority Report
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Minority Report. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Perform basic research regarding the current state of technology.  Also find “projections” of the current state of technology’s growth and use – determine how knowledgeable people currently see technology expanding.  Given these conditions, is Minority Report’s projection of the future a reasonable extrapolation of existing trends?  Use examples from the film and your research to support your answer.  
Student B:

Perform basic research on extra-sensory perception (ESP) and “seeing into the future.”  Have there been rigorous scientific studies of ESP?  If so, how were these studies done and what was the outcome?  (Be careful to look at “good sources” here.  There will be plenty of internet sources claiming ESP is proven, but they are wrong.)  Based on your research, is it reasonable to believe that one day in the future, “pre-cogs” would be successfully used by law enforcement to eliminate crime?  If so, use your research to explain the course of events that would be required for this outcome.  If not, use your research to explain the specific limitations on ESP that would prevent this outcome.
Student C:

All films in which characters attempt to manipulate the past or future bring into question determinism or the existence of free will.  In particular, consider whether John Anderton’s “pre-knowledge” of his future unduly influences his actions.  Write an essay that explores the question as it is portrayed in the film.  In particular, does the film appear to have a consistent or clear answer on whether free will exists?  Use examples from the film to support your answer.  
