1st Film Assignment
Group 9:  The Terminator
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in The Terminator. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Perform basic research on artificial intelligence and robotics.  Is it reasonable to believe that one day in the future, artificially intelligent machines could take over the world and attempt to eradicate human life on earth, as it is portrayed in The Terminator?  If so, use your research to explain the course of events that would be required for this outcome.  If not, use your research to explain the specific limitations on artificial intelligence that would prevent this outcome.
Student B:

All films in which characters attempt to manipulate the past or future bring into question determinism or the existence of free will.  For example, think about whether knowing a war is coming unduly influences Sarah’s behavior or whether the machines who sent the terminator back in time to kill Sarah should have known better.  Write an essay that explores the question as it is portrayed in the film.  In particular, does the film appear to have a consistent or clear answer on whether free will exists?  Use examples from the film to support your answer.  
Student C:
Perform basic research regarding the technological state of the early 1980’s.  Also find “projections” given in the 1980’s of technology growth and use – determine how knowledgeable people in the early 1980’s saw technology expanding.  Given these conditions, is The Terminator’s projection of the future a reasonable extrapolation of existing trends?  Use examples from the film and your research to support your answer.  
