3rd Film Assignment
Group 8:  2010
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in 2010. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the presentation of alien life in Farscape, Sphere, and 2010.  Note that in 2010, unlike most alien movies, we do not actually meet the aliens – in fact we are only “talked to” by the aliens.  Characterize each presentation in terms of the level of interaction the humans have with the aliens.  What emotion and cinematic impact do these different presentations have on the viewer?  Discuss the differences and similarities using specific evidence from each film.
Student B:

Analyze the range of reactions to the discovery of “alien” life by our team of scientists.  Do these reactions seem realistic?  Does the team of scientists react in an unusual way given their life training and circumstances?  How would the discovery of alien life change our human perception of our place in the universe?  Give specific examples from the film to support your argument.
Student C:
Consider Hal, his sister Sal, and their interactions with Dr. Chandra in 2010.  Does Dr. Chandra believe that Hal and Sal are machines or something more, like sentient entities?  To what extent does Hal simply run complicated programs – merely following instructions – and to what extent does Hal actually think and feel?  Perform basic research on artificial intelligence to understand whether today’s experts believe that computers will one day be able to “outgrow” their programs.  Use specific examples from both 2001 and 2010 and your research to support your argument.
