2nd Film Assignment
Group 8:  Sphere
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Sphere. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the range of reactions to the discovery of “alien” life by our team of scientists.  Do these reactions seem realistic?  Does the team of scientists react in an unusual way given their life training and circumstances?  How would the discovery of alien life change our human perception of our place in the universe?  Give specific examples from the film to support your argument.
Student B:

Perform basic research on underwater diving and living at the depths described in the film.  To what extent are the habitat and diving portrayed in Sphere scientifically accurate?  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your argument.  

Student C:
Consider the report that Dustin Hoffman’s character writes on how to assemble a team that will meet an Unknown Life Form.  Is this a reasonable, or realistic, approach?  How might the team be enhanced?  What factors do you believe were correctly considered, and what factors do you believe were not accounted for in assembling the team of scientists?  Use specific examples from the film and hypothetical situations to support your argument.
