3rd Film Assignment
Group 6:  Dune Part – 3
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in the third part of the miniseries Dune. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the actions and motivations of Paul Atreides/Muad'Dib throughout the entire miniseries.  Discuss whether he is the Mahdi (the messiah of Dune) or a vengeful actor taking advantage of the local myth.  Suppose that Paul Atreides / Muad’Dib was a real historical person.  Giving specific examples from the film or historical situations to support your argument, discuss whether Paul Atreides/Muad’Dib would be viewed kindly by history.
Student B:

Overall, in the full miniseries, are the actions of Lady Jessica Atreides justifiable or ethical?  What seems to fundamentally motivate her actions throughout the miniseries?  Consider all of Jessica’s actions and interactions with Duke Leto, Paul, Chani, the Fremen in general, the Bene Gesserit in general, and others.  Give specific examples from the film or hypothetical or historical situations to support your argument.
Student C:
Perform basic research about the science fiction topic of terraforming.  Explain what is meant by this term, how the process might work, and whether the process makes much sense.  Is it scientifically plausible that the kind of transformation that Dr. Pardot Kynes (or Liet) sees for Arrakis be a type of terraforming?  Use your research to support your argument.

