2nd Film Assignment
Group 6:  Dune – Part 2
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in the second part of the miniseries Dune. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Perform basic research about planetary biology and ecology.  Focus on how planetary atmospheres form, how life develops evolutionally, how climate changes work in cycles, and the solar system habitable region (the range in distances from a sun where a planet could support life).  Does the planet Arrakis make any sense?  Is Arrakis a place where life could have developed on its own?  If so, what kind of life?  Do not necessarily assume that Arrakis has always looked the way it appears in the film.
Student B:

Consider the development of Paul Atreides in part 2 of the miniseries.  Giving specific details from the film, discuss Paul Muad’Dib as the guerilla leader and visionary.  Perform basic research on historical figures who led guerilla movements.  Are there historical parallels for Paul Muad’Dib?  
Student C:
Consider the behavior of Lady Jessica in part 2 of the miniseries.  Pay particular attention to her conversations with Paul, Chani, and the Reverend Mother.  Is Jessica’s behavior fundamentally ethical?  What issues appear to motivate her?  What type of person is she?  Give specific examples from the film or hypothetical or historical situations to support your argument.
