1st Film Assignment
Group 6:  Dune – Part 1
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in the first part of the miniseries Dune. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Consider the rule over Arrakis and the administration of the spice mining by both House Atreides and House Harkonnen.  Obviously, House Atreides appears more noble and compassionate than House Harkonnen.  Argue whether (or not) the rule of House Atreides on Arrakis is fundamentally just or ethical.  Put another way, is the rule of House Atreides more just or ethical than the rule of House Harkonnen in a fundamental way?  Give specific examples from the film to support your argument.  Also use parallels from our modern world, where similar rule and power structures exist, to support your argument. 
Student B:

Aside from issues related to space travel, is the technology presented in the first part of the Dune miniseries realistic or reasonable?  Pick two or three representative examples of technology from the film, and perform basic research on these types of technology.  (Again, do not consider space travel.)  Determine whether such technology could develop.  Use your research to support your argument.

Student C:
Discuss the role of religion, logic, and real-world politics in the first part of Dune.  In particular, discuss the ways different characters are motivated by these influences.  For example, some characters clearly rely on logic, others on real-world politics, and some on religion, including the Fremen, who are largely ruled by a “simple” religion.  In the first part of Dune, where does Paul Atreides stand in relation to these issues?  Does he have a consistent world view?  In your essay, discuss whether the conflict between these influences appears reconcilable.  
