3rd Film Assignment
Group 5:  Beneath the Planet of the Apes
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Beneath the Planet of the Apes. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the range reactions of all the astronauts who crash on the Planet of the Apes (in both films) to the truth that they have landed 2000 years after take-off.  Also consider Taylor and Brent’s reaction to the advanced Apes, the destruction of the modern world, and the development of advanced and simple humans.  Discuss whether there is an overarching theme to these reactions that explains a motive or belief of the film’s director.  Giving specific examples from the film or historical situations to support your argument, discuss whether the director’s beliefs are justified.
Student B:

Overall, does Taylor act in a justifiable or ethical manner in the two movies?  Consider all of Taylor’s actions and interactions with his crew, the chimpanzee scientists, the advanced and simple humans, and the Apes.  Give specific examples from the film or hypothetical or historical situations to support your argument.
Student C:
Perform basic research about atomic weapons and their capabilities.  Is it scientifically plausible that a nuclear doomsday device, as portrayed in the film, could exist?  Use your research to support your argument.

