3rd Film Assignment
Group 4:  Slaughterhouse Five
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Slaughterhouse 5. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Consider time travel as portrayed in Slaughterhouse Five.  Specifically, perform basic research regarding the depiction of time in quantum gravity or string theory.  Discuss whether the film’s view of time as discontinuous and discrete makes any sense.  Compare the view of time and time travel presented in Slaughterhouse Five with the other movies you have watched for this class.  Do any of these films present a more plausible view of time travel?  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your argument.

Student B:

Slaughterhouse Five presents an interesting view on the question of free will and determinism that Billy Pilgrim comes to accept and finds comfort in.  For example, he is not afraid of death, and in fact welcomes it.  Is the life philosophy that Billy Pilgrim accepts one that you believe is comforting?  Perform basic research on three different world religion viewpoints on free will, determinism, and death.  Does the view presented in the movie fit into any existing structures or worldviews, or is it a truly new perspective, that if true, could yield comfort to people as a new religion?  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your argument.

Student C:
Perform basic research regarding alien abduction.  (Work from the scientifically correct perspective that there have been no alien abductions.)  Discuss whether the alien abduction in Slaughterhouse Five is plausible or related to “accepted myth” about such abductions.  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your argument.

