2nd Film Assignment
Group 4:  Timeline
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Timeline. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Consider the actions of the scientists / businessmen who accidentally develop the time travel machine in Timeline.  Work under the assumption that the science could have been done in the fashion portrayed in the film.  Are the actions of these two individuals consistent with ethical practice?  Are their actions believable?  Compare these two scientists / businessmen with other scientists or businessmen in history or other films we have seen.  Use specific examples from the film or analogies with outside material to support your argument.
Student B:

Perform basic research regarding the weapons of the Greeks and the late 14th century, paying particular attention to the physical workings of weapons and to the “Greek fire” described in the movie.  Discuss whether these weapons are accurately portrayed in the film, giving detailed discussions of the workings of the weapons.
Student C:
Consider time travel as portrayed in Timeline, including the “science” of the time travel as well as the things various characters believe about it.  Specifically, perform basic research regarding quantum tunneling (good science) and wormholes (marginally good science).  Evaluate the quality of the portrayal of these themes in this film.  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your argument.
