1st Film Assignment
Group 4:  12 Monkeys
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in 12 Monkeys. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Perform basic research on massive epidemics in the past and the current efforts to combat a bird flu epidemic.  Who is killed in such outbreaks?  How many people can die?  Could a massive epidemic as described in the movie happen?  If it did, could it lead to the development of a societal structure as portrayed in the film?  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your argument.

Student B:

Consider time travel as portrayed in 12 Monkeys, including the “science” of the time travel as well as the things various characters believe about it.  On what scientific basis is it supposed that time travel is possible?  What scientific themes are portrayed correctly or distorted in this film?  Perform basic research on the aspects of science relevant to the film’s portrayal of time travel.  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your argument.
Student C:
Often in Greek tragedy, a primary actor, who we come to sympathize with if not like, often attempts to change his Fate or Destiny, ultimately failing or causing unforeseen consequences.  Discuss Cole as a character from this tradition.  To what extent is Cole aware of his destiny, and to what extent does Cole try to change it?  Does Cole bear responsibility for the death of human civilization, or does that responsibility lie with the “scientists” who sent Cole back in time?  Give specific examples from the film or literary parallels to support your argument.

