2nd Film Assignment
Group 3:  Forbidden Planet
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science
In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Forbidden Planet. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Consider the team of astronauts who man the spacecraft that visits Altair-4.  How was the crew selected and put together?  How many people do there appear to be aboard?  Are there extraneous people aboard?  Given the circumstances of the mission of the spacecraft, discuss the composition and quality of the crew.  Include in your discussion whether the crew seems to have been assembled in some logical manner.  Use examples from the film or hypothetical situations to support your answer.

Student B:

Consider the rigors of spaceflight, as it is portrayed in the movie.  Perform basic research on spaceflight and the physical tests it would place on the human body.  Pay particular attention to how the characters in the film respond to the stresses of acceleration and deceleration.  Discuss the portrayal of spaceflight in the film, and in particular discuss whether there appears to be any scientific basis or liberties taken by the film’s director.  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your argument.

Student C:
Consider Dr. Morbius of Forbidden Planet and Dr. Hans Reinhardt from The Black Hole.  Pay particular attention to their views of scientific progress and method, the importance of the singular scientist who can control important knowledge, and their fundamental character flaws and failings.  Discuss whether one of these characters is fundamentally more ethical than the other.  Use specific examples from both films to support your answer.
