1st Film Assignment
Group 3:  The Right Stuff
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in The Right Stuff. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Perform basic research on the Soviet space program in the early years (late 1950’s and early 1960’s).  Were the Soviets more advanced technologically and scientifically than the Americans, overall?  Discuss the portrayal of Soviet spaceflight in the film, and in particular discuss whether the portrayal is historically accurate.  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.

Student B:

Consider the team of astronauts for the Mercury Mission.  How were the astronauts selected and put together?  Perform basic research on this historical process, and analyze the film’s portrayal of the selection process.  Given the circumstances of the mission, discuss the composition and quality of the astronauts.  In particular, discuss whether the astronauts needed to be humans or pilots.  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.

Student C:
Consider the rigors of spaceflight, as it is portrayed in the movie.  Perform basic research on the original Mercury Mission spaceflights and the physical tests it placed on the human body.  Pay particular attention to how the characters in the film respond to the stresses of acceleration and deceleration.  Discuss the portrayal of spaceflight in the film, and in particular discuss whether there appears to be any scientific basis or liberties taken by the film’s director.  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your argument.

