3rd Film Assignment
Group 2:  The Boys from Brazil
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in The Boys from Brazil. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Consider the behavior of Ezra Lieberman, the fictional Nazi-hunter, in the film.  Does he act in a fundamentally ethical  manner?  In particular, was his choice not to reveal the identity of the Hitler clones an ethical decision?  Would it have been ethical to reveal these clones to either the general public (for informational purposes and monitoring) or to the radical group (who would have killed them)?  Use specific evidence from the film and hypothetical or historical situations to support your answer. 

Student B:

Mendele is very careful to reconstruct the Hitler clone’s environment as well as genetic makeup, and hints in the film that not all the clone projects will produce actual “new Hitlers” for the new times.  To what extent are the Hitler clones that we meet similar and different?  What environmental influences (that differ for the clones) appear to have manifested themselves in different Hitler personalities?  Do you believe that any or all of the Hitler clones we meet in the film will turn into historical parallels to the actual Hitler?  Use specific examples from the film and historical circumstances to support your argument.

Student C:
Analyze the portrayal of genetic engineering and cloning in The Boys from Brazil.  Perform basic research on possible human cloning to determine the current state of animal cloning and the possible future of human cloning.  Based on your research, is the description of the science of cloning in the film correct?  Would it be possible to clone a human in the manner described in the film.  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.
