2nd Film Assignment
Group 2:  The Island of Dr. Moreau
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in The Island of Dr. Moreau. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

To what extent are the behaviors of the various animal / human cross-breeds genetically determined (either by the mutation or by underlying genetics) and to what extent are these behaviors determined by environmental circumstances?  Pay particular attention to the underlying species on which human genes have been added, and analyze the “common” understanding of the behavior of these species in their “natural” genetic state.  Are the animal / human cross-breeds reacting to the circumstances of their life on the island, are they reasoning their way towards behavior, or are they ruled by animal instincts?  By comparing the actions of different characters, discuss whether the film has a particular perspective on the “nature / nurture” debate.  Use specific examples from the film to support your argument.

Student B:

Analyze the portrayal of genetic engineering in The Island of Dr. Moreau, which resembles the medical science of gene therapy.  Perform basic research on gene therapy to determine how gene therapy works in principle and the current scientific understanding of its promise.  Based on your research, are the gains in human traits portrayed in The Island of Dr. Moreau a reasonable extrapolation of modern science?  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.

Student C:
Is the pursuit of an advanced, peaceful species through scientific intervention (genetic manipulation) a fundamentally ethical endeavor that scientists should pursue?  Perform basic research on the use of genetics in relation to criminal tendencies.  Find at least two different individuals who have written their opinions on the subject of genetics and criminology (using Lexis-Nexis or other library search engines).  Use both specific examples from the film and the perspectives from your research to support your argument.

