1st Film Assignment
Group 2:  Gattaca
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Gattaca.  Read this entire assignment before you watch the episodes so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the portrayal of genetic engineering in Gattaca.  Perform basic research on possible human genetic engineering to determine the current state of understanding of human genetics and the possible future of genetic engineering.  Based on your research, are the gains in strength, intelligence, appearance, and physical function portrayed in Gattaca a reasonable extrapolation of modern science?  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.
Student B:

Do Vincent and Jerome behave in a fundamentally ethical manner given the societal circumstances where genetic engineering is common but not universal?  Perform basic research on the use of genetics in job and insurance discrimination.  Find at least two different individuals who have written their opinions on the subject of genetics and ethics (using Lexis-Nexis or other library search engines).  Use both specific examples from the film and the perspectives from your research to support your argument.

Student C:
To what extent are the accomplishments of Vincent genetically determined, and to what extent are they the result of his strength of will and environmental circumstances?  Analyze the conflict between Vincent and his brother Anton in terms of a “nature / nurture” conflict.  For example, how is the conflict between the brothers fueled by the “genetic superiority” of Anton beyond a usual sibling rivalry?  Use specific examples from the film to support your argument.
