3rd Film Assignment
Group 1:  Metropolis (anime)
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in the 2001 anime Metropolis. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the similarities and differences between Tima and the Maria.  Note that both characters have a human and machine counterparts (in the case of Tima, the machine takes over at late in the film, although Tima is in the same body).  Are there common central themes that both characters explore?  Use evidence from both films to support an argument that analyzes the central themes of the films as seen through Tima and Maria.  (A good essay will do more than just “compare” the two characters – work hard to explore how the characters are tied to the themes of the films.)
Student B:

Analyze the similarities and differences between the cities in the two films.  How does the portrayal of the city itself influence the themes of the films?  Does the director of the anime Metropolis use the city in the same way as Fritz Lang in the 1927 film?  In what sense is the “setting” itself central to each film’s message?  Use evidence from both films to support an argument that analyzes the central themes of the films as seen through the cities.  (A good essay will do more than just “compare” the two cities – work hard to explore how the cities are tied to the themes of the films.)
Student C:
Analyze the portrayal of society’s future in Metropolis based on research into the pressing social issues of today.  In conducting your research, pay particular attention to the actual divide between workers and the wealthy and the existence of a middle class.  Do the economic and social trends today support the development of the city of the future from the movie?  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.
