2nd Film Assignment
Group 1:  Soylent Green
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Soylent Green. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Analyze the opening sequence of events shown in the movie’s first few scenes which are the explanation for how the earth could become so over-populated and polluted that it food could become scarce at the level shown in the film.  Perform basic research into the trends of global warming, pollution, food production, and population growth.  Argue from your research that it is not possible that the earth could one day resemble Soylent Green’s world.

Student B:

Analyze the portrayal of society’s future in Soylent Green based on research into the pressing social issues of the day in the early 1970’s.  In conducting your research, pay particular attention to the development of a middle class in the United States after WWII.  Do the economic and social trends of the 1970’s support the development of the city of the future from the movie?  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.
Student C:
Analyze the opening sequence of events shown in the movie’s first few scenes which are the explanation for how the earth could become so over-populated and polluted that it food could become scarce at the level shown in the film.  Perform basic research into the trends of global warming, pollution, food production, and population growth.  Argue from your research that it is possible that the earth could one day resemble Soylent Green’s world.

