3rd Film Assignment
Group 10:  Jurassic Park
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in Jurassic Park. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

There are several instances where the scientists in the movie discuss the wisdom of bringing back from extinction a species.  A number of arguments are considered, including whether it matters how long the species has been extinct and the cause of the extinction.  Suppose that it were possible to recreate extinct species.  What ethical or societal decisions should be made regarding which species to bring back?  Are any of the arguments presented in the movie particularly strong?  Craft a careful argument which specifies a position regarding the recreation of extinct species.  Present your argument as if you were in dialogue with the characters in the film.  (Expand upon what the characters in the film say to agree with or counter your position.)
Student B:

Perform basic research on dinosaurs including their habitat, behavior and appearance.  Is the portrayal of the dinosaurs in the film scientifically accurate?  Were liberties taken?  Use specific examples from the film and your research to support your answer.
Student C:

Perform basic research on the conservation of rare breeds, specifically of livestock breeds.  What justification is given by the proponents of this practice for its cost?  What techniques are being used?  Would such an approach be reasonable to apply to all species facing extinction?  What value (if any) does society gain from this process?
