2nd Film Assignment
Group 10:  The Island
Physics 199: Science Fiction Science

In this assignment, you will write a short essay on issues explored in The Island. Read this entire assignment before you watch the movie so that you will know what to look for.  Each student will write on a different question.
Part 1:  Watch Film, think about questions
The following are the questions for the three members of the group.

Student A:  

Consider the mind-control program employed to keep the “product” from questioning their surroundings and accepting of going to the island.  Perform research on mind control and brainwashing, and extrapolate this research to “emotional age” of the main characters.  Is the portrayal of mind control in the film realistic or plausible?  Would such a program eventually fail, as it does with Lincoln Six Echo?  Use your research and specific examples from the film to support your answer.
Student B:

Perform basic research on human cloning and hypothetical cloning for organ transplant.  How would this process most likely be done?  What scientific hurdles remain which prevent our ability to grow replacement organs?  What ethical or legal barriers would need to be worked out before such a process could happen?  Write an essay which combines answers to these questions with the portrayal of commercial cloning in the film.  Use your research to determine the extent to which process in the film was realistic.  Be specific in your answer.
Student C:

Pay close attention to the meeting between Merrick and the potential insurance policy buyers – where the buyers are told that the agnates remain in a vegetative state.  Assume that one could grow agnates in the way the film says, keeping them in the vegetative state.  Would this be an ethical way to grow organs?  Perform some research on the meaning of “vegetative state” and use specific statements from the film and your research to support your answer. 
