General Relativity Reading Assignment General Instructions
Physics 409: Theory of Relativity
Spring 2011
These are general instructions to follow for all formal “reading” assignments
Part 1:  Read – Develop and Write Questions
As you are reading the assigned text, think deeply about the material.  You will find that you have questions.  Write down all your questions – at least 2 per assignment.  Good questions might be of the following forms.
· How does Eq. 13 follow from Eq. 10?

· I do not understand XXX conceptual point that the author is making.

· How is YYY related to ZZZ?  (Where both YYY and ZZZ are topics in the assigned reading or class notes.)

From your questions, pick the most important or relevant question and write it down in a clear and precise manner.
Part 2:  Attempt to answer your question

Attempt to answer your question.  Do not worry if you get stuck, or can not do so – that is a major point of the assignment.

If the question was mathematical, attempt to derive the latter equation from the former.  Annotate each of your steps, so that you explain what you are thinking.  Indicate where you think you should start and where you think you get stuck.

If the question in conceptual, think for a while, then write your best attempt at answering your question.

A QUESTION AND ANSWER SHOULD REQUIRE A LITTLE LESS THAN ONE PAGE OF WORK.

Part 3:  Turn in your questions / attempted answer
Turn in your complete list of questions and your one question / attempted answer in class on the assigned day.
