AMERICAS Videocourse, AN 213-V1

Syllabus,   SPRING, 2010
Prof. Sandra Faiman-Silva



Office:  100E Burrill Office Pod
Anthropology Dept.




Hours:  TTH 9:30-10:45, 1:00-2:00

Phone:  (508) 531-2369




 (most days) and by appt.

Email: sfaimansilva@bridgew.edu

The AMERICAS Videocourse is an independent learning experience designed to introduce students to the complex and diverse region of Latin America through a combination of ten videos supplemented by readings in three textbooks.  The following required texts can be purchased from the Bridgewater State College Bookstore:  

Modern Latin America, Thomas E. Skidmore, Peter H. Smith, and James N. Green Current Ed. Oxford U Press


This text provides an overview of Latin American history, and contemporary 
issue.   Issues raised expand upon the videos and supplementary readings.  

Rosenberg, Mark A. Douglas Kincaid, and Kathleen Logan,  Eds., Americas: An 


Anthology, New York: Oxford University, 1992.

These essays are primary documents that support arguments presented in the 
text. Note sources of this material--it opens a window into important events/


themes/personages/problems in Latin American history and culture

Orr, Bernadette M. Americas, Study Guide, New York: Oxford U Press, 1993.

This study guide summarizes and synthesizes data presented from the other 
sources and should serve as a study guide and for practice in studying for 
exams.

Robert Murphy and Yolanda Murphy, Women of the Forest, Columbia University Press.


This ethnograpy describes the Mundurucu people of Brazil.  This tropical 
rainforest tribe is representative of tropical rainforest indigenous people, and will 
introduce students to 
the complex and rich way of life of this indigenous tribe, 
their struggles with outsiders, and how they have accommodated to changing 
social situations.  

Students will be required to read assignments, view the ten videos, complete two Mid-Term Exams, a Final Exam, and an Ethnographic Autobiography Paper.  Students will also be asked to complete two short written assignments critically analyzing articles about Latin America or the Caribbean from a well-known newspaper: The Boston Globe, New York Times, or other prominent newspaper.  (You should use newspaper articles, NOT the internet for this assignment.)   Additional information about this assignment is given below.

COURSE CONTENT

The course has two content areas:  1)  Videos, study guide, Anthology Readings;  2)  Textbook readings.    You should read the Study Guide and Anthology readings in conjunction with the Video.   You should read the Textbook to broaden your understanding of topics and issues presented.    This Syllabus is your guide to assignments.  

NOTE:  DO NOT follow the Study Guide assignments, as they are based on earlier text editions.  

VIDEOS
Each student will be required to view ten one-hour videos, which will be loaned out through Bridgewater State College Maxwell Library’s Video Access System located on the lower level of Maxwell Library (near Starbucks Coffee).  Videos are scheduled according to the syllabus and should be viewed in one-hour segments along with weekly reading assignments.  Videos/DVDs are available ON LOAN through the Maxwell Library Video System Office and will be handed out at the first class meeting on January 21.   If you have problems with your videos/DVDs, you should go to the Video Systems Office. I cannot replace the videos for you, but the Video Systems Office will assist you.  NOTE:  You must return videos at the end of the semester.  

EXAMS/ASSIGNMENTS/Review Sessions

Two Midterm Exams

TWO Mid-Term Exams and a Final Exam will be held as noted on the Syllabus in Room Moakley 307 at 10:00 AM on the three Saturdays noted.  Students who miss exams for other than emergencies will be terminated from the course and no make-ups will be given.   Mid-Terms and Final exams will consist of: fill-ins, true/false, definition/identification/explanation questions, along with short, focused essays.   Exams generally will not be cumulative; but basic data and interpretation of the course themes will be on-going throughout the semester.  

The MID-TERM EXAMS, scheduled for SATURDAY, Feb. 20 and SATURDAY, March 27, 10:00 AM, in ROOM Moakley 307 will test students on all material introduced via readings and Video units covered to that date.  Most questions will deal only with the material since the previous exam.  However, some more general questions will be cumulative on the second Midterm and on the Final Exam.  
Final Exam 

The FINAL EXAM, scheduled for SATURDAY, May 8, 10:00 AM, ROOM Moakley 307, will concentrate mainly on all material introduced since the second mid-term exam, in Units 5-13, including Videos 3-10. 
Review Sessions


ON Tuesdays prior to each scheduled exam I will hold an optional review session at 5:00 PM in LOCATION TBA).   Review Sessions will be held on Tuesday February 16, March 23, and May 4, 2010.
Ethnography Assignment 


Students will read the ethnography (culture description), Women of the Forest, by Robert and Yolanda Murphy.  This text introduces you to the Mundurucu Tribe who live in the Brazilian Amazon tropical rainforest.  You should read the text and write a 5-7 page ethnographic “autobiography” as if you were a member of the community.  You should creatively present yourself as a member of the community and tell about your life.  You should include information pertaining to at least three aspects of your life as a community member, such as family form and residence; economic activities (division of labor, trade, production); political leadership; religious traditions).  Be creative but stick to the facts of Mundurucu life.  I want to see that you’ve learned something about what it’s like being a Mundurucu.  You should not simply restate the text.  Be culturally accurate. Show that you are an insider—a member of the Mundurucu trib.  This assignment is due May 4 (You may bring to the Review Session).

Newspaper Reports (3)

Students will also be asked to read and comment upon three CURRENT newspaper articles from the Boston Globe, the New York Times, or another large newspaper.  ONE article will be due at each scheduled exam.   

You should write a 1-2 page CRITICAL summary/analysis of the events discussed in the news article using ideas, concepts, and issues discussed in the Videocourse.  The news article you select should be long enough and contain enough relevant information for you to work with as you critically apply some of the ideas presented in textbook readings and films to issues raised in the news item.   I do not want a verbatim summary.  Do not plagiarize!  Do not simply quote the article.  Analyze the issue raised in the article!  Your papers should be typed, with 1" margins all around and at the top of the first page you should state: your name, the article's title and author, newspaper, date article appeared and page number.  If these items are not included you will not receive credit for the assignment.  
Newspaper assignments may be handed in ahead of time or can be brought to the review session or exam.   You may also email them to me, or submit to the Digital Drop Box on Blackboard.  If you submit to the Digital Drop Box, YOU MUST Label your file with YOUR  LAST NAME, News #1 (2 or 3).  Put your last name first so I know who sent the item!
PLAGIARISM(   DON’T DO IT
You must not plagiarize the newspaper articles or Women of the Forest, or you will not receive credit for these assignments.   
The following weight will be given to the various assignments:

Mid-Term Exams (2)



25%
each

Final Exam




25%

Ethnographic Autobiography


15%

3 news analyses  



20%   
As your course facilitator, I am available to help students who have difficulty with material conceptually or content-wise.  If you need to discuss material with me, please make an appointment to see me, come to my office during scheduled office hours, or call me during my office hours, at x2369.  


COURSE OUTLINE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
WEEK OF:        

TOPIC AND READING ASSIGNMENT

Saturday January 23

First Class Meeting

Jan 25       

UNIT 1.   Introduction and Overview
          


PRINT ONLY UNIT.  NO VIDEO PROGRAM
 

Modern Latin America, Ch. 1

Americas: Anthology    Introduction
Feb 1


UNIT 2.  Legacies of Empire: From Conquest to Independence
     


PRINT ONLY UNIT.  NO VIDEO PROGRAM
 

Modern Latin America, Ch. 2,  (Colonial Foundations)

Americas: Anthology  Ch. 2 (Empire) 
Feb. 8       

UNIT 3.  “Garden of Forking Paths:” Dilemmas of National





Development   (Video 1)

Modern Latin America, Ch. 9  (Argentina)

Americas: Anthology, Ch. 3 (National Development)
Feb. 15         

UNIT 4.   “Capital Sins:” Authoritarianism and 



Democratization  (2) 
    



Modern Latin America, Ch. 13 (Pol) and Ch. 11 (Brazil)

Americas: Anthology, Ch. 4 (Capital Sins)

February 16  
Tuesday, REVIEW SESSION  
5:00 PM    Location TBA 
February 20    Saturday  1st Midterm Exam
10:00 AM   307 Moakley



1st NEWSPAPER REVIEW DUE TODAY
Feb. 22   

UNIT 5.Continent on the Move: Migration and Urbanization (3)  
 



Modern Latin America, Ch. 3 (Mexico)

Americas: Anthology, Ch. 5 (Migration 
Mar 1       

UNIT  6.    Mirror of the Heart: Race and Identity (Video 4)




Modern Latin America, Ch. 6 (Andes)

Americas: Anthology, Ch. 6 (Race)

March 8-12
Campus Vacation, No Classes
Mar.  15    

UNIT  7  In Women's Hands: The Changing Role of Women (5)   

Modern Latin America, Ch. 10 (Chile)


Americas: Anthology, Ch.7 (Women)
Mar. 22

UNIT 8.  Miracles Are Not Enough: Continuity and 





Change in Religion (Video 6)




Modern Latin America, Ch. 4 (Caribbean)



Modern Latin America, Pgs. 365-368

Americas: Anthology, Ch. 8 (Religion) 

March 23
Tuesday, REVIEW SESSION    5:00 PM,  Location TBA
March 27     Saturday,  Midterm Exam 
10:00 AM
 Moakley 307

2nd NEWSPAPER REVIEW DUE TODAY
Mar 29    

UNIT 9.   Builders of Images: Writers, Artists and Popular 






Culture (Video 7)


Modern Latin America, Ch. 14 (Culture, Society)


Americas: Anthology, Ch. 9

April 5    

UNIT 10.   Get Up, Stand Up: The Problems of Sovereignty  





(Video 8)
Modern Latin America, Ch. 7 (Colombia)

       REVIEW  Ch. 4 (Central America)
Americas: Anthology, Ch. 10
April 12    

 UNIT 11.   Fire in the Mind: Revolutions and Revolutionaries 





(Video 9)
Modern Latin America, Ch. 5 (Cuba), 


REVIEW Ch. 3 (Mexico), Ch 6 (Peru)
     

Anthology, Ch. 11 
April 19      

Unit A
   NO VIDEO PROGRAM This WEEK 

Modern Latin America, Ch. 12 (Econ), Ch. 11 (Brazil)
April 26

UNIT 12.   "The Americans:  Latin American and Caribbean 





Peoples In the United States" (Video 10)




Modern Latin America, Epilogue
Americas: Anthology  Ch. 12 
May 4
  Ethnographic Autobiography due
Put in Mailbox 

100 Burrill Office Pod
OR    Mail to:  


Anthropology Department 
        



  100E Burrill Office Pod






     Bridgewater ST Coll, 






     Bridgewater, MA 02325

May 4  Tuesday,     REVIEW SESSION
     5:00 PM   Location TBA 

May 8  Saturday      FINAL EXAM:   
   10:00 AM   Moakley 307
  
Americas Telecourse/P. 5

