Herman Jordan Plan for International Education / Peace Education
· An address by the Secretary General of the World Federation of Education Associations at the Seventieth Annual Meeting of the National Educational Association in Atlantic City in 1932 could well be a current description of a ‘globalized’ world.  Augustus O. Thomas painted the contemporary scene as; “We are no longer living unto ourselves alone.  We are part of a new world community.  Education up to recent times has been largely provincial.  Each country has marked out its own program and follows its own course, but under the influences of the scientific revolution thru which we are passing, provincialism must be cast aside and a new cooperation accepted....  “ (p 186)  Later in the same address Thomas cited the undertaking by the World Federation of Education Associations to support research into a worldwide plan of education for understanding and cooperation among nations.  The plan that emerged became the first broadly-based attempt to develop a curriculum framework in international education.   The plan became know as the Herman-Jordan plan after the donor (Mr. Raphael Herman) and the prize-winning plan (by Dr. David Starr Jordan of Stanford University) which included  the following principles as a guide to the building of such a world-based curriculum; “1... The training of teachers for the new international point of view.  It will endeavor to avoid emotionalisms but will be based upon the psychology and the philosophy of understanding and the points of collective justice.   2... The great epochs of history and the movements which have carried the nations to higher grounds of social advancement.  3... The community aspect of great literature, art, music, and architecture.  4... The application of science and discovery to the advancement of the nations.   5... The organization of the social sciences with the international point of view, the development of the spirit of justice and broad-mindedness.  6... The story of national attempts to set up machinery for the solution of international problems and the efforts which have been made to substitute justice for force.   7... The appreciation of fine patriotism based upon a love of country rather than upon revenge and hatred of others.”  (Thomas 1932, pp 189-190)

The popularity of the Herman-Jordan Plan that originated from the early meetings of the World Federation of Education Association in 1923 can be measured to some extent that in the 1939 WFEA convention the original Herman-Jordan Plan was re-interpreted and extended by WFEA at the same time that the association created a new committee to take over the work of its historical ‘Herman-Jordan Section.’  The new section was termed the Committee on International Education [emphasis added]  and the purpose of the committee was noted as: “to enlist education in creating a compelling world opinion for peace and against agression; and to do this by calling the attention of the teaching profession, of governments, and of other organizations in society to the importance of education in world understanding, goodwill and cooperation among all peoples and all nations, and by promoting the spread of these ideals throiugh education and their practical embodiment in civic and government agencies suitable to the needs of the world community.” (WFEA 1939, pp 154-155) The association also outlined specific activities in international education for the Committee on International Education including; teaching international relations, teaching of foreign languages and cultures, establishing international speakers bureaus, promoting residence and study abroad as well as  international correspondence, review of textbooks  and peace education among others. 

