Frequently Asked Questions
Spring
Information and Comments Specific to the Puerto Rican Experience

       Teaching at Escuela Elemental, Universidad de Puerto Rico

The tentative dates are:


January 10 – arrive at UPR, San Juan, Puerto Rico (dorms open)


January 12 – begin teaching at the university schools

March 11 – finish third quarter (third quarter of academic year) of student teaching (our thought is that is that one would begin teaching – fourth quarter - in Massachusetts the week of – tentative - March 15th -)

Questions – 1. Do I need a passport?  (answers from a student who was in San Juan, Spring 2009)
No, you don’t need one.  It might be a good idea to have it just as another form of identification.  I brought mine, and I just keep with me all the time.  If you plan on doing any traveling while you’re here (British Virgin Islands, other places in the Caribbean), you will need one. 

1. How much will international practicum experience this cost?

This experience is on the cheap side.  You pay Bridgewater tuition for 6 credits.  Puerto Rico is interesting when it comes to costs.  In the tourist areas (Old San Juan, mostly, and anywhere there are lots of hotels), things are pretty expensive.  A meal costs about $10-15 in the touristy areas.  In Rio Piedras, where we are staying, things are much cheaper.  A meal here costs about $5, and you can get about 2 meals out of one purchase.  Taxis are not really the way to go.  They have fixed rates, and are not that cheap ($20 for a 10 minute ride).  The train and bus are definitely more affordable options.  Public transportation is only in the metro-San Juan area, so you’re on your own if you want to go to another part of the island.  I’ve been careful with my money, and have made friends who drive me places with them in their cars.  By the end of the 8 weeks, I expect to have spent about $1000-$1500, which accounts for food, transportation, dorm, and souvenirs.  
2. Where would I be staying?

 Students stay at Plaza Universitaria. This is the new building and is not University owned. 


Students may have the option of a single or a double room.  Both rooms have a kitchenette and each floor has their own big kitchen. Included in the price is a towel, linen and cleaning fee of $100. There is also a possibility of a slight price increase for 2009-2010.

Single Total stay $880 per person
Double $1040 (divide this amount by 2 people)
Rio Piedras is located about 3 miles south of the coast and Old San Juan.  It’s not the greatest area, but it’s certainly not awful.
3. What do I do for money?

I’ve been using my credit card for most purchases.  Puerto Rico uses the US dollar, but I find credit easier, just because I don’t want to have to deal with ATM machines and surcharges, etc.  Almost every store takes credit cards, Visa, Mastercard, most major ones are fine.  

4. How do I travel?

There are really only three options:  make friends with someone with a car, take public transportation (train and bus), or take a taxi.  Before coming here, I was so excited that I’d be staying only 3 miles from the beach-I figured I could walk there all the time.  Do not be mistaken.  This is not an area to wander around.  Old San Juan is wonderful for walking around, but Rio Piedras has some pretty shady areas.  People drive crazy here too, so bicycling is not an option either.  Public transportation is pretty good-that’s what I’ve been using mostly.  You can get the train or the bus right outside the dorm.  It costs $3 round trip to go to Old San Juan, and only $1.50 round trip to go to the beach.  The teachers at the elementary school are super helpful, and many have offered to take us places with them.
5. Will I have time to travel around the country?  

Yes!  You will be at school from 8-3 Monday-Friday, but you can do things on the weekends.  Old San Juan is very close, and there is lots to do there-museums, forts, shopping, kite-flying, etc.  The beach is always fun.  Hotels run day trip excursions to the rainforest and caves and other places, but they can be pretty expensive.  If you know someone with a car, you might be able to talk them into taking you places.  There are two islands off the east coast of PR-Culebra and Vieques.  I’m hoping to get to Culebra sometime, but transportation there can be kind of difficult.  Keep in mind that it gets dark here around 6:30 year round, and most stores close around 6 even in Old San Juan, so you are kind of limited with activities during weekdays.
6. Where do I eat?  Do I need a meal plan?

There are lots of restaurants around the dorm.  University Ave has lots of places to eat.  There is also a marketplace about 5 minutes from the elementary school where you can get cheap fresh fruit and veggies.  Grocery stores are harder to find.  There are no grocery stores within close walking distance of campus.  Pueblo and Grande are the main grocery chains.  There is a Pueblo close to the next train stop after UPR’s.  I’ve been buying meals out at markets and cheap restaurants and making 2 or 3 meals out of it (most food places give you a LOT of food).  It’s working out pretty well.
7. What do I do about phone calls home?

Check with your phone company.  I do not get any extra charges on my phone account because they consider Puerto Rico an extended part of my network.  

8. How can I meet people?

The same way that you’d meet people back home; one thing that is kind of a challenge is that most of the students here do not speak English.  I’ve become very friendly with some of the English student teachers from UPR at the elementary school, and with some of the teachers there as well.  There are no organized University events that we have been informed of.  Meeting people is really up to you and how far you want to go with it.
9. Will I have a mentor there?

Not a specific one, but one of the teachers I am student teaching with has been very much of a mentor to me and my roommate.  I am so thankful for her-she has given us so much information and been so helpful with things!  The other student teachers at the elementary school are also very helpful with giving recommendations for where to shop, where to eat, etc.  Everyone at the elementary school is very friendly, and I never hesitate to ask someone there for something.
10. Who do I contact with questions when I am in San Juan?

Anyone at the elementary school-they are all very helpful in answering questions I have.
IMPORTANT !!

Remember that you will need to complete the appropriate paperwork and documentation that you would if you were doing your student teaching in Massachusetts.  You will need work with your department’s chairperson who will meet with you and will go over with you what you are expected to have completed when you return to the US… observation forms (form B), PPA??  These forms can be found at –

http://www.bridgew.edu/LicensureFieldPlacement/
11. When I return, what will I have to do in order to complete BSC’s graduation requirements? 

You will need to finish your practicum to satisfy the Massachusetts requirements.  This will include your student teaching and portfolio work.  Also you will be required to attend meetings on campus to fill out any paperwork BSC requires for graduation.  In addition you will need to finish any course credits you may have left to fulfill BSC’s graduation requirements.  

Any additional questions please email Dr. MacMillan at rmacmillan@bridgew.edu
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