
Frequently Asked Questions
Spring Semester
Information and Comments Specific to the English Experience

Teaching at St. Mary’s Primary School 

and living at MMU Cheshire http://www.cheshire.mmu.ac.uk/
The Manchester practicum will take place in Crewe, England.  Not too different from Bridgewater and, as Bridgewater is to Boston, Crewe is to Manchester, England.

The tentative dates are:


January 10 – arrive at MMU Cheshire, Crewe, England (dorms open)


January 12 – begin teaching at St. Mary’s School, Crewe



MMU Cheshire does not begin classes until January 21

March 11 – finish third quarter (third quarter of academic year) of student teaching (our thought is that is that one would begin teaching – fourth quarter - in Massachusetts the week of March 15th)

Communication during the Practicum –

· We will designate a liaison (student teaching supervisor – most likely your department chairperson) between students abroad and Bridgewater to communicate at least once a week as needed in order to address issues or concerns.

Questions – Do I need a passport?

1. Yes! Yes! Yes!  How much will my passport cost? $67 to renew and $90 or so to get a passport if you have never had one or lost your original one, allow yourself at least 4-6 months to get it done, paperwork and submission can be done at Bridgewater Town hall. You will also have to pay $10 -$20 to get your passport photo taken depending on where you go, Wal-Mart is among the cheapest. 

2. As a student you will pay for the course credits (6 credits for the practicum experience) through BSC as you normally would for the semester.  Once you arrive in Manchester you will pay for your room and board directly through MMU.   The room includes meals after the semester begins (typically we are there in the fall and spring semesters before MMU Cheshire begins). (£93.38 per week x 13 (autumn term) = £1213.94 - remember each week you get £46.00 on your meal card.  (less than $2000.00)

As for spending money it will all depend on how much traveling you hope to do.  If you hope to travel every weekend expect to spend around $2500-3000;  this includes travel as well as souvenirs.  

3. Where would I be staying?

You will be residing in a dormitory on campus at Crewe with other MMU 
students. It is highly recommended that you bring a laptop. There is internet service in the rooms, and a cable can be purchased at the Student Union. The rooms have a small refrigerator, sink, and a desk. There is a Laundromat on campus. The cost to live on campus in Crewe was approximately 850 GBP which ends up being almost 1100 US dollars (see above), but that also includes linen services and food.  This depends on how long you stay.  It is anticipated that the dorms at Crewe will open January 6th  (need to confirm when dorms will open).
4. What do I do for money?

It is easiest to use a credit card for most purchases.  Debit cards work as well, however there is a fee to use ATMs.  Using travelers checks are also an option, although sometimes inconvenient.   Some debit cards do not allow transfers of money on ATMs, so have online banking for transfers.
5. How do I travel?

There is public transportation available at both the Crewe and Didsbury (the other education) campus near Manchester.  It is quite easy to get to any destination in England using the train or taking the train to the airport.

6. Will I have time to travel around the country?  Around Europe?

You will not be expected to teach on Fridays.  This day off will be used for opportunities to meet other international students as well as take part in MMU/Cheshire campus activities.  On the days that you will not be attending those extra activities it is a free day to use how you wish.  Most weeks you will have a 3 day weekend to use for personal travel.  Pending the dates the program will run it is also an option to travel around before and after the practicum (when you arrive in January or in March when your practicum is over).

7. Where do I eat?  Do I need a meal plan?

A meal plan option will be available for use at the campus cafeteria.  There are also facilities within the dorms for use (microwaves etc).  There is a kitchen with stove and refrigerator. The meal plan was not optional after the semester began.  They provided us with pans, utensils, and dishware upon arriving. The dining hall opens January 6th.
The dining facilities open around mid-September/mid-January.  Given that the school (dining facilities) open when the students come to campus there may be a week or two when you will not have to pay for your board.  The cost for room and board is approximately 94 pounds ($190.00) a week.  They provide Bridgewater students with cooking items, dishes, utensils, etc. There is a kitchen with microwave, refrigerator, and stove. The students who were on campus one September went grocery shopping. There is a small refrigerator in the room. The meal plan is not optional. You have to include meals once the semester starts. 

8. What do I do about phone calls home?

A calling card is a great option to save money.  

9. How can I meet people?

You can meet as many or as little people as you wish.  The college will give you the opportunity to attend classes, an International Seminar led by Dr. Tony Shallcross, to meet other students much like yourself.  However, it is up to you to go out and meet people around campus.  There is a bar on campus (MMU’s Cheshire campus) that many students hang out at, as well as other campus facilities.  It is as easy as walking around your dorm and introducing yourself to people. The Student Union, dining hall employees, and cleaning crew were very supportive and helpful.
10. Will I have a mentor there?

Yes there will be several people on campus, notably Ms. Julie Scanlon, at your disposal to answer any questions or take care of any concerns you may have while abroad.  You will also have a mentor at St. Mary’s.  This mentor will be there to assist in any questions you may have in terms of the requirements expected for your teaching experience.  

11. Who do I contact with questions when I am in England?

You will be given a list of contacts available on campus as well as at your school where you will be teaching.  Trish Gaddis has been our contact at MMU – her office is at the Didsbury campus.
12. Where will be living in relation to the school I am teaching at?

The St. Mary’s is approximately 2 1/2 miles from campus. There is no transportation provided. There is a bus stop near campus or you can share a cab.  You have to catch two different busses, and then walk.  Some walk the entire way – not a bad walk.
IMPORTANT !!

Remember that you will need to complete the appropriate paperwork and documentation that you would if you were doing your student teaching in Massachusetts.  You will need work with your department’s chairperson who will meet with you and will go over with you what you are expected to have completed when you return to the US… observation forms (form B), PPA??  These forms can be found at –

http://www.bridgew.edu/LicensureFieldPlacement/
13. When I return, what will I have to do in order to complete BSC’s graduation requirements? 

Be sure to have your Bridgewater documents (graduation and such) prepared prior to you going to England.  You will need to finish your practicum to satisfy the Massachusetts requirements.  This will include your student teaching and portfolio work.  Also you will be required to attend meetings on campus to fill out any paperwork BSC requires for graduation.  In addition you will need to finish any course credits you may have left to fulfill BSC’s graduation requirements.  

And additional questions please email Dr. MacMillan at rmacmillan@bridgew.edu
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