
Reviewing Population Pyramids.

On the next slide there are 6 population pyramids. In each set, there is a description of one of the pyramids 
(labelled A, B, C, D, E, F).

See if you can match the description to the right pyramid before you look at the answer slide! Remember, to think 
about the general shape of the pyramid (think of the “outline” of the pyramid rather than focusing on all of the 
individual parts).

Note: This does not count as a graded assignment. This is for you to review how population pyramids – also called 
age-sex diagrams – tell us something about the structure of the population at a given time. 

If you create a series of population pyramids for different times (such as making several for the US for a number of
different censuses), you can see how the structure of the population changes over time.

→ For this review, try to match the right population pyramid to the description above each panel (for example, in 
the first panel, “A country with rapid population growth” is population pyramid C). 

→ Each population pyramid is used only once.

After you’ve matched all of the descriptions to one of the population pyramids, check your answers on slide 3! 
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In recent years, China has also relaxed strict enforcement of the 
one-child per family rule due the decline in the number of 
people in the younger generations – thus, a decline in the 
number in the workforce. Note the “kink” near the bottom –
after several generations of decline, the birth rates tick up.

There are a number of countries experiencing “negative 
growth” (Sweden, Japan) and several that would be if not for in-
migration (France, Germany). The key to reading this pyramid is 
the smaller age groups at the bottom.

All of the high growth countries are in Africa. The country with 
the highest current growth rate is Niger, in north central Africa, 
with a total fertility rate of 7. Many of these countries are 
resource-poor agriculturally, but have immense metal and 
mineral wealth… but unstable political systems.

This same effect can also be seen in Germany, which also 
suffered great losses in both World War I and World War II. 
Disrupted pyramids can also be seen when other significant 
losses occurred, such as the genocide in Rwanda in the 1990s.

ZPG has been described as the “must achieve” global population 
goal as researchers looking at resources (especially food and 
water) believe that overpopulation will lead to dire 
consequences.

Many of the oil producing countries that allow guest works in 
have strict rules: you cannot bring your family (thus, the male 
imbalance in the 20-45 ages), and workers typically cannot stay 
more that 3-5 years and then are forced to go home.


