
Disruptive Technology 

By Joe Mullen 



What is it? 

A disruptive technology is one that displaces an 
established technology and disrupts the existing 
market value of the industry. 

It can also be a revolutionary product that 
creates an entirely new industry. 



Where have we seen it? 

• The Personal Computer (PC) – changed the way we 
work and communicate, and displaced the typewriter. 

• Email – completely changed how we communicated and 
disrupted the postal service. 

• Cell Phones – made it possible to call, and receive calls 
from anywhere, which disrupted the telecom industry.  

• Social Networking – has had one of the biggest impacts 
on our lives and how we communicate, and has disrupted not 
only email, but also telephone, instant messaging and event 
planning. 



Disruptive Tech On the Rise 

 

• 3D Printing a house 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUdnrtnjT5Q 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GUdnrtnjT5Q
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Disruptive Tech On the Rise 

• Meatless Meats – companies like Impossible Foods, 
Beyond Meat, and Memphis Meats strive to create a 
meat alternative that not only looks like, but also 
feels, smells, and tastes like real meat. 

 

https://www.impossiblefoods.com/
http://beyondmeat.com/
http://www.memphismeats.com/


The Factory of the Future 

• The use of technology in factories has not only 
increased productivity, but has also increased 
efficiency and has made the factory floor a 
much safer place to work. 

• Consumers are now able to personalize their 
purchases at no additional cost to the 
manufacturer, thanks to 3D printing. 



The Factory of the Future 

• This all sounds positive until you consider the 
effect it will have on jobs. 

• While manufacturers won’t replace their 
entire human workforce, the people who are 
left employed will need to be skilled in 
engineering and data analytics, to work 
alongside this new technology. 
 



Sources 

• http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/disruptive-
technology 

• http://fortune.com/2015/07/22/mckinsey-disruptive/ 

• https://disruptionhub.com/15-disruptive-technology-trends-
watch-2017/ 

• https://disruptionhub.com/the-factory-of-the-future/ 

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disruptive_innovation 

• https://disruptionhub.com/2018-disruptive-trends/ 
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