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OBJECTIVES

This session provides participants with an introduction to the geography of Latin America in order to prepare them as teachers to meet the following objectives of the Massachusetts History and Social Science Curriculum Framework for South America:

1. Locate South America and its major physiographic regions.

2. Locate the countries and major cities of South America.

3. Explain the influences of

a. absolute and relative locations

b. climate

c. major physical characteristics

d. major natural resources

e. population size

4. Identify transitions to independence in South American countries

5. Describe educational status in South America
6. Describe status of women

7. Describe major ethnic and religious groups

8. Describe obstacles to development

Because of the many geographic similarities and connections between Middle America and South America, and because Middle America is not explicitly covered elsewhere in this course, this session addresses these objectives for the entire Latin American region. 

RESOURCES

The text for this session is Chapters 4 and 5 of de Blij and Muller’s Geography: Realms, Regions, and Concepts, tenth edition, from John Wiley & Sons, Inc. Participants are encouraged to keep this book for future reference.
Nystrom’s Hands on Geography: South America and Middle America.
Several web-based resources will be used in the session; most are available through the instructor’s web page, whose URL appears at the top of this syllabus.

We will use selected videos from the Power of Place series. Participants should consider trying to obtain the entire series for use in their own classrooms. A new 2003 edition is available. See http://www.pbs.org/als/power_place_revised/.
ACTIVITIES

Vocabulary: A simple matching game will be used to introduce some terms of special importance in the region. Participants will receive clean copies of the pages used to make the vocabulary cards.
Maps: Exercises from the Nystrom publication Hands on Geography: South America and Middle America will be used to familiarize participants with the geographic fundamentals of the region.
Slides: A selection of the instructor’s own photographs from Brazil, Mexico, and Cuba will be used to illustrate both cultural and physical features. Some of these images are available on the instructor’s web site.

Newspapers: Participants will learn how to access online versions of Latin American newspapers.

Population: Participants will rank countries and cities by size, and calculate the importance of primate cities in selected countries.

Debt Slide Show: Participants will learn how the legacy of external borrowing in the past continues to hamper prospects for development in Latin America. The presentation is available on the instructor’s web site.

Debt Mapping: Map exercises will show the geographic distribution of the debt burden, in both absolute and per capita terms.
Music: The music of Latin America is rich and varied. We will listen to and discuss some samples. Participants will receive a list of the CDs used.

Food: As with all regions, the food and drink of Latin America is integral to the culture. A small sampling will be provided.

Geoscience animations (Prentice Hall): Seasonal pressure systems and precipitation. We will use this global model to focus on the differences in seasonality between North America and Middle and South America.
