GEOG 400-J002 DRAFT Syllabus

Some pre-departure meeting dates are subject to change.


	Geography 400-J002 
(Special Topics in Geography)
Sustainable Development in Cape Verde

James Hayes-Bohanan, Ph.D.
Spring 2006
This syllabus is long and detailed. You need to know everything in it.

MEDICAL NOTICE: This course requires travel to a tropical location with tropical diseases. Consult your physician and the CDC web site: http://www.cdc.gov/travel/wafrica.htm. See Class Requirements -- Travel to Cape Verde for more important advisories.
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This is a field course with the following mandatory meeting times and places:
NOTE: This is a draft. Actual times of pre-departure meetings may vary.
This course does not meet any General Education Requirements. This course can be counted as an elective course within the geography major or minor.
GEOG 400 may be repeated for credit, provided that it covers a different topic each time.

How to Communicate with Me 

I make myself available to students in a variety of ways, so that you may discuss any questions or concerns you may have about this course, the discipline of geography, or careers in geography. I encourage you to visit me in Room 310 during my posted office hours or by appointment. Current hours and more contact information are on the semester schedule on my web page.

Office phone: (508) 531-2118

Home phone: (508) 279-0914
E-mail: jhayesboh@bridgew.edu (Please begin subject line with GEOG 400.)
Web: http://webhost.bridgew.edu/jhayesboh 

If you have any special circumstances - such as academic probation, language difficulties, learning disabilities, or sports eligibility concerns - please arrange to meet me prior to the first class meeting to discuss how your needs can be addressed.

All students are required to read the "essential" documents on my Not-the-13th-Grade web site. These documents address such questions as "How will I be graded?" "How should I study?" "How should papers be formatted?" and "What does this professor expect from students?" 

Purpose: What is the Geography of Sustainable Development?

Geography is an unusual discipline that defies the traditional categories of human or physical science. Almost any subject may be studied by geographers, with the unifying theme being an approach that emphasizes the importance of spatial relationships. Whatever the topic, geographers approach it with three questions in mind:
Where is it? ~ Why is it there? ~ So what?
The purpose of this course is to explore these questions as they relate to the sustainable development of the West African nation of Cape Verde. 
To the “Where is it?” question, some have replied that Cape Verde is the westernmost part of Africa, the southernmost part of Europe, and the easternmost part of the Americas. This geographic situation is both opportune and perilous. 
In response to the “Why is it there?” question, we will seek to understand the geographic factors that contribute to Cape Verde’s internal conditions and unique external relationships. Then, drawing on a wide range of experiences in both developing and industrial countries, we will explore the “So what?” question in great detail. That is to say that the focus of the course will be the creative and robust examination of possible futures for Cape Verde. 
The use of the term “sustainable development” is meant to convey the importance of Cape Verde meeting its current challenges in ways that do neither jeopardize its future nor undermine those characteristics that are best about the country.  As we explore these questions, will also have an opportunity to deepen our understanding of the unique culture of Cape Verde and the very significant relationships it has with émigré communities throughout the world.

Objectives

Because of the special relationship between Bridgewater State College and the country of Cape Verde, students in this course will have opportunities both to learn deeply and to serve effectively, by sharing what they learn. Within the general framework of sustainable development, our readings, speakers, and itinerary are designed to focus on several areas in which Cape Verde currently faces challenges:

· Regional planning

· Environment

· Housing

· Agriculture

· Social issues, particularly those of deportees from the United States

The Blackboard site for this course will contain notes and readings about each of these areas.

Class Resources

The excellent texts for this course are available at the campus book store and elsewhere:

Required:

Lappé, Frances Moore and Anna Lappé. 2003. Hope’s Edge: The Next Diet for a Small Planet. New York: Tarher/Penguin.

Irwin, Aisling and Colum Wilson. 2001. Cape Verde Islands: The Bradt Travel Guide. Second Edition. Guilford, CT: The Globe Pequot Press, Inc.
Additional reading materials will be provided.
Although instruction will be in English, students who are not conversant in Portuguese should obtain a pocket-sized Portuguese/English dictionary or a hand-held electronic translating device. 
All notes and assignments are available through BlackBoard, which is accessible from my home page or simply by going to http://blackboard.bridgew.edu/. 
The main resources of this course will be the human resources. The professor’s main role will be to provide meaningful questions throughout the experience, and to facilitate the exploration of those questions. Each student participant will bring life experience to the conversation, from which all other participants – and most especially the professor – can learn.

Class Requirements

Travel to Cape Verde. The centerpiece of this course will be a study tour of Cape Verde, to take place March 8 through March 14, 2006. The itinerary (subject to change but only if absolutely necessary) will include a variety of natural areas, farms, schools, and other organizations on the islands of Santiago, São Vicente, Santo Antão, and Fogo.
Students must meet all of the conditions for travel abroad that are required by the International and Exchange Programs Office. Students are expected to travel with open minds, curiosity, and flexibility. Extensive orientation will be provided, and reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate individual wants and needs during travel. Participants are expected, however, to adjust cheerfully to a variety of circumstances that might arise from group travel to a region that is economically underdeveloped. Specifically, these conditions will include staying overnight in the homes of farm families, encountering unfamiliar foods and plumbing situations, avoiding tap water and most fresh vegetables, and other discomforts as yet unknown.
Portuguese Language. Instruction will be in English, with a translator present for all formal presentations given during the field visit to Cape Verde. Students will benefit, however, from any ability to speak and read Portuguese or Cape Verdean Creole, and this course will provide opportunities to improve the fluency of those who are trying to learn either language. Students will learn the art of communicating in another culture, both with and without translators present.

Students should try to learn whatever Portuguese they can prior to the field portion of the course. Students should also consider learning some Cape Verdean Creole, which is widely used and is distinct from Portuguese. Bridgewater State College and Massasoit Community College offer some instruction in both languages.

Journal. Students will be strongly encouraged to write daily about the field portion of the class, including both personal and academic observations. In order to encourage frank journal-writing, students will not be required to submit their journals, but daily writing is an excellent habit for geographers in the field, and it will contribute greatly to a successful final paper (see below).
Short paper. The first of two writing assignments will be due no later than March 8, 2006, so that it can be read and returned at the time of our arrival in Cape Verde. The paper will be a brief (4 to 5 pages) paper related to the readings assigned in the Lappé text. It can be submitted electronically or in the Geography Department office. It can even be brought to the airport on March 8, but this is not preferred. The purpose of the paper will be to compare two of their case studies, in order to demonstrate familiarity with the approaches taken to development in some of the countries they studied. This is a critically important part of the course, because it will allow students (and the professor!) to move beyond U.S. ideas about what constitutes “development.”
Final paper. The final paper will be due at a group meeting in April. The paper will include a summary of each student’s observations from the field, followed by an analysis of those observations in light of the assigned readings – and class discussions – related to sustainable development. It will conclude with recommendations that the student would make for Cape Verde. The student can choose whether to write general recommendations or more specific recommendations that would be appropriate for a specific person or group visited during the trip. These recommendations may be seen as a theoretical exercise, but because of the very strong relationships between Bridgewater State College and various sectors of Cape Verdean society, it is very likely that some of these recommendations will be presented in some form to the appropriate officials or individuals in Cape Verde.
Letter. Each student will identify one person during the visit to Cape Verde, to whom the student will write a follow-up letter, reflecting on some aspect of the experience. A copy of the letter will be kept by the professor.
For both the short paper and the final paper, students are expected to follow the style and formatting guidelines found on my writing web page. Further details about the writing assignments are posted on BlackBoard.
No student work will be used by the professor or Bridgewater State College, or shared outside of the class group, without the permission of the student author. 
Class participation is integral to this course. My standards page includes criteria for assessing participation. In a field course such as this, class participation is even more important, and is even more broadly defined.
Schedule

This class will meet twice in February – once to discuss the curriculum, and once to hear an outside speaker who will describe taking students on a similar trip to Scandinavia. In addition, the International Programs Office will hold a session regarding travel arrangements and policies. Students will leave Boston March 8 and return March 14. A follow-up meeting will be held in April.
Grading

IMPORTANT: Grading policies and expectations are fully described on the standards and assumptions pages available on my web site. Failure to complete all course requirements may result in a grade of "F," regardless of the percentage grade calculation. Note: the lower cutoff for a passing grade in this course is 65, not 60. Other expectations are detailed on my "Not the 13th Grade" web site.

A course grade is determined on the basis of the course requirements, using an accumulation of points as detailed below. This allows students to estimate their current standing at any point in the semester by using BlackBoard to compare total points earned with total points possible.

	Participation – in U.S.
	100 points

	Participation – in Cape Verde
	300 points

	Short Paper
	100 points

	Final Paper
	300 points

	Letter
	100 points

	TOTAL
	900 points


Diversity: A college education in which one's previously-held assumptions are never challenged is not worthwhile. In this course, students are welcome and encouraged to participate regardless of race or ethnic background, age, religion, political persuasion, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, learning disability or physical handicap. This means that although open and vigorous class discussion is expected, I will insist that all comments are respectful of people of various backgrounds. See the BSC Student Handbook for more information. Please contact me with any concerns or needed accommodation.

Academic Honesty: The expectation of academic honesty extends to all assignments and exams in this course, including on-line work. Infractions are subject to disciplinary action, as described in the Student Handbook. At a minimum, a grade of zero may be assigned to any work that is found to be the result of plagiarism or cheating, including copying from online sources without proper attribution.
