Substitution/Elimination Flow Chart

Use your Flow Chart to identify the type of reaction(s): SN1 & E1 or SN2 & E2 or SN2 only or E2 only
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Stereochemistry with chiral substrates:

-SN2 = Inversion of configuration

-SN1 = Racemic mixture

(updated October 29, 2021)

SN1 + E1
(2° & 3° substrates)

SN2
o o
weak base: (1° & 2° substrates)
B (3° substrates)

eCN and R—g—Oe
(carboxylate ion)
SN2 + E2
(1° substrates)
bulky

tert-butoxide: | (2° & 3° substrates)

00
strong base: ><
)

S
R-O or R-NH

(E2 gives least stable alkene)

bulky or small?

SN2 + E2
small (1° & 2° substrates)

E2 only with 3°




